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Walking into the lobby of the Elk Grove Village Public Library, visitors will find the replica head of a very large
dinosaur, named "Norm," measuring about five feet from front to back, which is on loan from the Field
Museum of Natural History in Chicago.

Norm and other smaller fossils from the Field Museum will remain on display as part of the library's "Reading
Through Time" exhibition tied to its summer reading theme, through Monday, Aug. 5. 

Norm is displayed amongst green potted plants to set the T-Rex in an environment reminiscent of the
"swampy" ecosystem it would have been in 67 million years ago. 

Three other dioramas with Field Museum fossil reproductions are on display in the children's section of the
library. 

Norm is a replica of a 67 million-year-old T-rex skull on loan through the museum's M.W. Harris Learning
Collection, which Elk Grove Village Library Executive Director Debora Nelson said loans artifacts to schools
and other educational institutions. 

Norm's story is detailed on signage within the display. The original Norm skull was reportedly found by
amateur fossil hunter Kathy Wankel while her family was on a camping trip in Montana. 

Norm died at the age of 18 during the Cretaceous Period between 66-68 million years ago. At the time, library
officials said Montana had a climate closer to what Florida is today, humid with subtropical forests, rivers,
and swamps, teeming with crocodiles, fish, insects, flowering plants, and dinosaurs like Norm. 

Nelson said one of the library's youth services librarians recently learned of the M.W. Harris loan program
and brought the idea forward. 

Norm was put on display on Thursday, July 25 in the library's main lobby. She said a crew of three from the
library rented a U-Haul truck to pick up the dinosaur head from the museum. On Tuesday, Aug. 6 they will do
that same trip in reverse with a U-Haul truck to the Field Museum. 

Nelson said the library paid a fee to the Field Museum of $250 for the loan. 
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