
 

  



 
Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of a Good Book 

2026 Adult Summer Reading Program 
 

This summer, we’re celebrating our freedom to read – FREADOM! - with a 

salute to America’s 250th birthday! Our Adult Summer Reading Program 

features an array of titles as vast and diverse as these great United States 

of America.  

Instructions 

• Choose from 13 categories: 11 book categories, 1 movie category, 

and 1 music category. 

• Complete 5 categories to earn your “We the Readers” T-shirt. 

(Four of the categories must be book categories.) 

• Fill out a raffle ticket for each book you log. In addition, you may 

log one movie and one music title. 

• Drop your tickets in whichever prize buckets you choose for a 

chance to win a prize from a local business. 

• Select books from our lists of suggestions (this booklet) or choose 

your own titles that fit the category descriptions. 

• Complete our bi-weekly People’s Puzzles to earn tickets for 

special prize drawings throughout the summer. 
 

FAQs 
 

• Do I have to read specific books? No! Try our suggested titles or 

choose your own books that fit the category descriptions. 

• Can I listen to audiobooks? Yes! You can read or listen, and you 

can choose print, digital, fiction or nonfiction books. 

• Can I include books I read previously?  Please only log books you 

check out from EGVPL and read during the course of the summer. 



 
 

You can choose fiction or non-fiction, print, audio, or digital titles. 

 
Amazing Americans - Read a historical or biographical book featuring an 
amazing American. 

 

The American President - Read a book featuring a U.S. President. 
 

Civic Cinema – Check out a movie that tells a story about American history. 
 

From Sea to Shining Sea - Read a book with a U.S. state, city or place name 
in the title. 
 

Great American Reads - Read a book from PBS’ list of 100 Great American 
Reads.  
 

Great American Songbook - Check out music featuring a musician who 
helped define American music. 
 

Love, American Style - Read a romance or love story set in the United States. 

 
Mainstreet U.S.A. (Happy 70th Birthday, EGV!) - Read a book set in small-
town or suburban America. 
 

Mysteri-U.S. - Read a mystery set in the United States. 
 

Red, White & Blue - Read a book with a Red, White or Blue cover OR the word 

Red, White or Blue in the title. 

Revolutionary Reads - Read a book about people who embark on great 
adventures or explore big ideas. 
 

See the U.S.A. - Check out an American travel guide or read a book featuring 
cars, road trips, or Route 66. 
 

What’s Cookin’ - Enjoy a regional cookbook or read a book featuring food, 
cooks or culinary experiences. 



 
Read a historical or biographical book featuring an amazing American. 

 
Trailblazers 

American Rambler: Walking the 
Trail of Johnny 
Appleseed 
by Isaac Fitzgerald ... NEW 
Biography Appleseed, J. 

Brave the Wild River by 
Melissa Sevigny
 ........................ 578.0979132 SEV 

The Hero Next Door by Martha 
Raddatz ......................... On Order 
 

Rebels & Resisters 

American Struggle by 
Jon Meacham ........ NEW 
306.20973 MEA 

Declaring 
Independence: Why 
1776 Matters by 
Edward J. Larson ... NEW 973.313 
LAR 

First Freedom: the story of Opal 
Lee and Juneteenth by Angelique 
Roche ...........  NEW Graphic Novel 
323.092 ROC 

Storm at the Capitol: an oral 
history of January 6th 
by Mary Clare Jalonick ......... NEW 
973.933 JAL 

First women 

We the Women: the 
hidden heroes who 
shaped America 
by Norah O’Donnell
 NEW 920.720973 ODO 

North of Ordinary by 
Sue Aikens ........... NEW Biography 
Aikens, S. 

An Inconvenient Widow by Lois 
Romano ......................... On Order 

 

Outlaws 

American Outlaws: True Stories 
of the Most Wanted by Robert 
Stahl ............................ 364.1 STA 

The Gunfighters: How Texas 
Made the West Wild by Bryan 
Burrough ................. 976.405 BUR 

The Summer of 
1876: Outlaws, 
Lawmen, and the 
Legends in the 
Season That 
Defined the 
American West by 
Chris Wimmer ........... 978.02 WIM 

 
 



Artists & Musicians 

Marilyn and Her Books by 
Gail Crowther ...... On Order 

Fearless and Free: A 
Memoir by Josephine 
Baker.... NEW Biography Baker, J. 

3 shades of blue: Miles Davis, 
John Coltrane, Bill Evans, and 
the Lost Empire of Cool by 
James Kaplan .. 781.650922 KAP 

Black Out Loud: the 
Revolutionary History of 
Black Comedy from 
Vaudeville to ‘90s 
Sitcoms by Geoff Bennett
 ....... NEW 792.23097 BEN 
 

Writers 

History Matters by David 
McCullough.... 973.07202 MCC 

Mark Twain by Ron Chernow
 ................. Biography Twain, M. 

The Uncool: A Memoir by 
Cameron Crowe
 ........ Biography Crowe, C. 

Judy Blume: a Life by 
Mark Oppenheimer .. NEW 
Biography Blume, J. 
 

Pop icons 

Famesick: a memoir by Lena 
Dunham .....  NEW Bio Dunham, L. 

Kids, Wait Till You Hear This!: My 
Memoir by Liza Minnelli ....... NEW 
Biography Minelli, L. 

Happiness Included: Jan Brady 
and Beyond by Eve Plumb .... NEW 
Biography Plumb, E. 

American Pontiff: Pope Leo XIV 
and His Plan to Heal the Church 
by Paul Kengor .... NEW Biography 

Leo 
 

Empire Builders 

Billionaire, Nerd, Savior, 
King: Bill Gates and His 

Quest to Shape our World 
by Anupreeta Das
 ................... 338.761005309 DAS 

The Last Kings of Hollywood: 
Coppola, Lucas, Spielberg and 
the Battle for the Soul of 

American Cinema by Paul 
Fischer  ..... NEW 791.430233 
FIS 

The Vagabonds: the Story of 
Henry Ford and Thomas 
Edison’s Ten-Year Road Trip 

by Jeff Guinn .......... 917.304 GRU 
 

Athletes 

Heartland: a Forgotten Place, an 
Impossible Dream, and the 
Miracle of Larry Bird by Keith 
O’Brien ................... NEW B Bird, L. 

Justice Batted Last: Ernie Banks, 
Minnie Minoso, and the 
Unheralded Players Who 
Integrated Chicago’s Major 
League Teams 
by Don Zminda .... 796.35709773 
ZMI  



 
Read a book featuring a U.S. President. 

 

Fiction 
Blowback by James Patterson .................................................... Patterson, J. 

Executive Power by Brian Andrews ......................................... NEW Clancy, T. 

The Exorcism at 1600 Penn by Hannah Rose May .... Graphic Novels May, H. 

The First Gentleman by Bill Clinton................................................. Clinton, B. 

The General and Julia by Jon Clinch ................................................. Clinch, J. 

Jackie: a Novel by Dawn Clifton Tripp ............................................... Tripp, D. 

The Old Lion by Jeff Shaara ............................................................. Shaara, J. 

The President’s Wife by Tracey Emerson Wood ................................ Wood, T. 

Second Term by J.M. Adams ........................................................... Adams, J. 

Under Fire by Lynn Huggins Blackburn ...................................... Blackburn, L. 

 

 

  
STARRED SELECTION 

The General and Julia by Jon Clinch 

An ailing former President Ulysses Grant journeys back in 

time as he pens an intriguing memoir of his amazing life 

from the Civil War to the White House. 



 

Non-Fiction 

American Revolution by Geoffrey Ward  ............................... NEW 973.3 WAR 

America’s Founding Son: John Quincy Adams, From President to Political 

Maverick by Bob Crawford ..................................... NEW Biography Adams, J. 

Boss Lincoln: the Partisan Life of Abraham Lincoln 

by Matthew Pinsker .......................................................... NEW 973.7092 PIN 

Don’t Tell the President: The Best, Worst, and Mostly Untold Stories from 

Presidential Advance by Jean Becker ................................. NEW 973.928092 

George Washington and the Creation of the American Republic 

by William M. Fowler, Jr. .............................................................. 973.41 FOW 

The Highest Calling: Conversations on the American Presidency 

by David M. Rubenstein .............................................................. 973.099 RUB 

In the Arena: Theodore Roosevelt in War, Peace, and Revolution 

by David S. Brown ............................................. NEW Biography Roosevelt, T. 

Presidential Seclusion by Charles Ferguson ....................New 973.9022 FER 

Presidents at War: How World War II Shaped a Generation of Presidents 

by Steven Gillon ......................................................................... 940.5373 GIL 

Wiseguys and the White House by Eric Dezenhall............. 364.1060973 DEZ 

 

   

Presidential Seclusion: The Power of Camp David 

by Charles Ferguson 

A personalized tour and exclusive account of the private mountain 

retreat used by 15 First Families over the past 80 years. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
Watch a movie or documentary that tells a story about American history. 

 

Movies 
12 Years a Slave 
1941 

42 

9 to 5 

A League of Their Own 

All the President’s Men 

Almost Famous 

Apollo 13 

Back to the Future Trilogy 

Battle of the Sexes 

The Best Years of Our 

Lives 

The Big Country 

The Big Short 

The Color Purple 

The Deer Hunter 

Bill & Ted’s Excellent 

Adventure 

BlackkKlansman 

Blazing Saddles 

Born on the 4th of July 

Broadcast News 

Chinatown 

Cold Mountain  

Coming to America 

Dances with Wolves 

Do the Right Thing 

Dr. Strangelove 

Fly Me to the Moon 

Forrest Gump   

Full Metal Jacket 

Gangs of New York 

The General 

The Grapes of Wrath 

Gettysburg 

Glory   

Gone with the Wind 

Good Morning, Vietnam 

Good night and Good luck 

The Great Debaters 

The Green Book 

Guess Who’s 

Coming to Dinner 

The Help 

Hidden Figures 

How the West Was Won 

It’s a Wonderful Life 

JFK 

John Adams 

Johnny Tremain 

Kate & Leopold 

The Last of the 

Mohicans 

Lincoln 



Little Big Man 

Little Women 

The Longest Day  

Malcolm X 

Milk 

Mississippi Burning  

Mister Roberts 

The Monuments Men 

Mr. Smith Goes to Washington 

The Music Man 

National Treasure 

Network 

Night at the Museum 

Nixon 

O Brother, Where Art 

Thou? 

Once Upon a Time in Hollywood 

Patton  

The Patriot 

Pearl Harbor 

Places in the Heart 

The Post 

Ragtime 

The Right Stuff  

The Russians are Coming, The 

Russians are Coming! 

Saving Private Ryan 

Selma 

Sergeant York 

Shenandoah 

Silkwood 

Social Network, The 

There Will Be Blood  

Thirteen Days  

To Kill a Mockingbird 

Vice 

W. 

Woodstock: 3 Days of Peace & 

Music 

 

TV Series 
 

1923: A Yellowstone 

Origin Story 

Boardwalk Empire 

Deadwood 

Hell on Wheels 

The Men Who Built America 

Turn: Washington’s Spies 

 

 

Ken Burns’ 

Documentaries 

The American Buffalo 

The American Revolution 

Baseball 

Empire of the Air 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Hemingway 

Jazz 

Lewis & Clark 

The National Parks: 

America’s Best Idea 

Prohibition 

The Roosevelts 

Statue of Liberty 

The U.S. and the Holocaust 

The Vietnam War 

The War



 
Read a book with a U.S. state, city or place name in the title. 

 
FICTION 

The Best Little Motel in Texas by Lyla Lane ...............................NEW Lane, L. 

Eleanor and the South Beach Murder by Ellen Yardley ......... NEW Yardley, E. 

Grace of the Empire State by Gemma Tizzard ................................ Tizzard, G. 

Knife in the Back: a New Orleans Novel by Karen Rose .................................. 

 ............................................................................. NEW LARGE PRINT Rose, K. 

Last Night in Brooklyn by Xochitl Gonzalez ....................... NEW Gonzalez, X. 

Murder in Manhattan by Julie Mulhern ................................. NEW Mulhern, J. 

The Nantucket Restaurant by Pamela Kelley ................................... Kelley, P. 

The Plan of Chicago by Barry Pearce ............................................... Pearce, B. 

The Road to Roswell by Connie Willis ................................................ Willis, C. 

With Love from Harlem by Reshonda Tate ................................. NEW Tate, R. 

 

  STARRED SELECTION 

Eleanor and the South Beach Murders 

by Ellen Yardley (NEW Yardley, E.) 

In the latest Eleanor Roosevelt Mystery, the former First Lady’s 

secretary Kay Thompson delves into investigating threats 

against nightclub singer Josephine Baker. 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Charlottesville: an American Story by Deborah Baker .... NEW 975.5481BAK 

The Chicago Way: an Oral History of Chicago Dining 

by Michael Gebert .............................................................. NEW 647.9577311 

Deadwood: Gold, Guns, and Greed in the American West 

by Peter Cozzens .................................................................... 978.39101 COZ 

Kuleana: a Story of Family, Land, and Legacy in Old Hawai’I 

by Sara Kehaulani Goo .................................................................... 996.9GOO 

Murder on the Mississippi: the Shocking Crimes That Shaped Abraham 

Lincoln by Saladin Ambar .................................................. NEW 973.711AMB 

100 Things to Do in Illinois Before You Die by Melanie Holmes ..................... 

 .................................................................................................. 917.7304 HOL 

Paradise Bronx by Ian Frazier .................................................... 917.472 FRA 

The Snakes That Ate Florida by Ian Frazier .................................. 814.54 FRA 

Trespassers at the Golden Gate: by Gary Krist ........................... 979.461 KRI 

A Walk in the Park: the True Story of a Spectacular Misadventure in the 

Grand Canyon by Kevin Fedarko .......................................... 917.913204 FED 

  

STARRED SELECTION 

Kuleana: a Story of Family, Land, and Legacy in Old Hawai’i 

by Sara Kehaulani Goo (996.9 GOO) 

A breathtaking narrative about Hawai'i, its native people, 

and their struggle to hold on to their land and culture today. 



 
Read a book from the PBS list of 100 Great American Reads.  

• 1984 by George Orwell  

• A Confederacy of Dunces by John Kennedy Toole  

• A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving  

• A Separate Peace by John Knowles  

• A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith  

• The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain  

• The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho  

• Alex Cross Mysteries (series) by James Patterson  

• Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll  

• Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  

• And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie  

• Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery  

• Another Country by James Baldwin  

• Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand  

• Beloved by Toni Morrison  

• Bless Me, Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya  

• The Book Thief by Markus Zusak 

• The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Díaz  

• The Call of the Wild by Jack London  

• Catch-22 by Joseph Heller  

• The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger  

• Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

• The Chronicles of Narnia (series) by C.S. Lewis  

• The Clan of the Cave Bear by Jean M. Auel  



• The Coldest Winter Ever by Sister Souljah  

• The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

• The Count of Monte Cristo by Alexandre Dumas  

• Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoyevsky  

• The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 

by Mark Haddon 

• The Da Vinci Code by Dan Brown  

• Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes  

• Doña Bárbára by Rómulo Gallegos  

• Dune by Frank Herbert  

• Fifty Shades of Grey (series) by E.L. James  

• Flowers in the Attic by V.C. Andrews  

• Foundation (series) by Isaac Asimov  

• Frankenstein by Mary Shelley  

• Game of Thrones (series) by George R.R. Martin  

• Ghost by Jason Reynolds  

• Gilead by Marilynne Robinson  

• The Giver by Lois Lowry  

• The Godfather by Mario Puzo  

• Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn  

• Gone with the Wind by Margaret Mitchell 

• The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck  

• Great Expectations by Charles Dickens  

• The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald  

• Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift  

• The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood  

• Harry Potter (series) by J.K. Rowling  

• Hatchet (series) by Gary Paulsen 

• Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad  

• The Help by Kathryn Stockett  



• The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy by Douglas Adams  

• The Hunger Games (series) by Suzanne Collins  

• The Hunt for Red October by Tom Clancy  

• The Intuitionist by Colson Whitehead  

• Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison  

• Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë   

• The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan  

• Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton  

• Left Behind (series) by Tim LaHaye and Jerry B. Jenkins  

• The Little Prince by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry  

• Little Women by Louisa May Alcott   

• Lonesome Dove by Larry McMurtry  

• Looking for Alaska by John Green  

• The Lord of the Rings (series) by J.R.R. Tolkien  

• The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold  

• The Martian by Andy Weir  

• Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden 

• Mind Invaders by Dave Hunt  

• Moby-Dick by Herman Melville  

• The Notebook by Nicholas Sparks  

• One Hundred Years of Solitude by Gabriel García Márquez  

• Outlander (series) by Diana Gabaldon  

• The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton  

• The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde  

• The Pilgrim’s Progress by John Bunyan  

• The Pillars of the Earth by Ken Follett  

• Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen   

• Ready Player One by Ernest Cline  

• Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier  

• The Shack by William P. Young  



• Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse  

• The Sirens of Titan by Kurt Vonnegut  

• The Stand by Stephen King  

• The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway  

• Swan Song by Robert R. McCammon  

• Tales of the City (series) by Armistead Maupin   

• Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston   

• Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe  

• This Present Darkness by Frank E. Peretti  

• To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee  

• The Twilight Saga (series) by Stephenie Meyer  

• War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy  

• Watchers by Dean Koontz  

• The Wheel of Time (series) by Robert Jordan and 

Brandon Sanderson  

• Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls  

• White Teeth by Zadie Smith  

• Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë  

 

 

 

 



 
Check out a CD, download music from Hoopla or Freegal, or watch a concert 

on Qello featuring an iconic musician who helped define American music. 

Bluegrass 

• Bill Monroe 

Blues 

• Buddy Guy 

• Mississippi John Hurt  

• John Lee Hooker 

• BB King 

• Muddy Waters 

Classical 

• Aaron 

Copland 

• George Gershwin 

• John Phillip 

Sousa 

Country & Western 

• Garth Brooks 

• Carter Family 

• Johnny Cash 

• Patsy Cline 

• Loretta Lynn 

• Reba McEntire 

• Willie Nelson 

• Dolly Parton 

• Linda Ronstadt 

• George Strait 

Folk 

• Joan Baez 

• Bob Dylan 

• Woody Guthrie 

• Pete Seeger 

Jazz 

• Louis Armstrong 

• Dave Brubeck 

• John Coltrane 

• Miles Davis 

• Duke Ellington 

• Ella Fitzgerald 

• Billie Holiday  

Pop 

• Karen Carpenter 

• Dion 

• Brenda Lee 

• Roy Orbison 

• Diana Ross 

• Donna Summer 

• Tina Turner 

Rock ‘n’ Roll 

• Chuck Berry  

• James Brown 

• John Fogerty 



• Buddy Holly 

• Janis Joplin 

• John Mellencamp 

• Elvis Presley 

• Bob Seger 

R&B 

• Solomon 

Burke 

• Aretha 

Franklin 

• Gladys Knight 

• Patti LaBelle 

• Barry White 

Surf 

• Beach Boys 

• Dick Dale 

• Jan and Dean 

• The Ventures 

Gospel 

• Thomas 

Dorsey 

• Amy Grant 

• Mahalia Jackson 

• Mavis Staples 

• CeCe Winans 

Hip-Hop 

• Eminem 

• Grandmaster Flash 

• Run D.M.C. 

• Public Enemy 

• Queen Latifah 

• Wu-Tang Clan 

• Sugar Hill Gang 

Ragtime 

• Scott Joplin 

Vocalists 

• Tony Bennett 

• Nat King Cole 

• Bing Crosby 

• Etta James 

• Dean Martin 

• Frank Sinatra 

• Barbra Streisand 

• Kate Smith 

 

 

A Sampling of America-Themed Music Compilations on CD 

• American Classics by Arthur Fiedler & the Boston Pops Orchestra 

• Casey Kasem Presents America's Top Ten Hits: Driving in the 50s 

• Classic Labor Songs from Smithsonian Folkways Recordings  

• God Bless America 

• Now That’s What I Call the U.S.A.: the Patriotic Country Collection 

• The Roots of Dixieland Jazz: New Orleans on Parade 

• The Woodstock Collection 



 
Read a romance or love story set in the United States. 

FICTION 

And the Crowd Went Wild by Susan Elizabeth Phillips .......... NEW Phillips, S. 

Faithful of Heart by Tracie Peterson .................................... NEW Peterson, T. 

Hearts in Circulation by Sarah Monzon ................................ NEW Monzon, S. 

It Happened on a Sunday by Tracy Wolff ................................... NEW Wolff, T. 

It’s Me They Follow by Jeannine A. Cook .................................. NEW Cook, J. 

Laws of Love and Logic by Debra Curtis .................................. NEW Curtis, D. 

Legends of Gold by Mary Connealy .................................... NEW Connealy M. 

Love in Plane Sight by Lauren Connolly .............................. NEW Connolly, L. 

Purple State by Dana Perino ....................................................NEW Perino, D. 

Swept Away by Beth O’Leary ................................................. NEW O’Leary, B. 

 

 

 

  

The Heart of Bennet Hollow 

by Joanne Bischof DeWitt (NEW DeWitt, J.) 

A fresh take on Pride and Prejudice set in the Appalachian 

Mountains of Virginia, this historical romance tells the story 

of a farmer’s daughter and a wealthy businessman. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 

 

 

NON-FICTION 

Anatomy of Desire by Dr. Emily Jamea ................................. NEW 306.7 JAM 

The Best Dog in the World: Essays on Love by Alice Hoffman........................ 

 ........................................................................................ NEW 636.70019 BES 

Fatherhood by Augustine Sedgewick............................... NEW 306.8742 SED 

The Intimate Animal by Justin Garcia .................................... NEW 306.8 GAR 

The Love Language That Matters Most by Gary Chapman ............................. 

 .............................................................................................. NEW 152.41CHA 

A Marriage at Sea by Sophie Elmhirst ............................. NEW 910.9164 ELM 

Milena and Margarete by Gwen Strauss ............... NEW 940.531809266 STR 

The Mixed Marriage Project by Dorothy Roberts ...... NEW 305.8050092 BOB 

Smitten by Tom Bellamy ...................................................... NEW 152.41 BEL 

The Wanderers by Daniela Gerson ...................................NEW 940.5318 GER 

  

The Best Dog in the World: Essays on Love 

by Alice Hoffman (NEW 636.70019 BES) 

Fourteen noteworthy authors share heartwarming and 

heartbreaking stories about their loyal canine companions. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
Read a book set in small-town or suburban America. 

FICTION 

The Book Club for Troublesome Women by Marie Bostwick........................... 

 .................................................................................... Book Club Bostwick, M. 

Galloway's Gospel by Sam Rebelein .................................... NEW Rebelein, S. 

Judge Stone by Viola Davis ...................................................... NEW Davis, V. 

Locust Lane by Stephen Amidon ................................................... Amidon, S. 

The Road to Dalton by Shannon Bowring ......................................Bowring, S. 

Sleep by Honor Jones ....................................................................... Jones, H. 

Summer on Lilac Island by Lindsay MacMillan ......................... MacMillan, L. 

Summer State of Mind by Kristy Woodson Harvey ................. NEW Harvey, K. 

Yellow Pine by Claire V. Watkins .......................................... NEW Watkins, C. 

 

 

 

  
STARRED SELECTION 

The Road to Dalton 

by Shannon Bowring (Fiction Bowring, S.) 

The inhabitants of small-town Dalton, Maine, navigate 

life in the ‘90s. Named 2023 Best Book of the Year by 

NPR, the story continues in two follow-up books. 



 

NON-FICTION 

Elk Grove, the Peony Village: a Planned Community That Works 

by Mary J. McCarthy .................................................................... 977.31 MCC 

The Flag, the Cross, and the Station Wagon by Bill McKibben ...... On Hoopla 

The Grass is Always Greener Over the Septic Tank by Erma Bombeck .......... 

 ................................................................................................. 818.5402 BOM 

The Lost Trees of Willow Avenue: A Story of Climate and Hope on One 

American Street by Mike Tidwell ........................................ NEW 975.284 TID 

A Most Tolerant Little Town by Rachel Louise Martin .............. 379.263 MAR 

Nature’s Best Hope by Douglas W. Tallamy ............................... 635.951 TAL 

Now Departing by Victor M. Sweeney ........................................ 155.937 SWE 

Perfect Communities: Levitt, Levittown, and the Dream of White Suburbia 

by Edward Berenson .......................................................................... On Order 

Small Town Girls by Jayne Ann Phillips ............................................ On Order 

Small Towns U.S.A. by Brenna Darling ............................................. On Order 

The Sprawl: Reconsidering the Weird American Suburbs 

by Jason Diamond ......................................................................... 307.74 DIA 

 

 

  

Small Town Girls 

by Jayne Ann Phillips (On Order) 

The novelist recalls growing up in the small, 

Appalachian town of Buckhannon, West Virginia, in this 

part coming-of-age story, part social history – a love 

letter to the place and people who shaped her life. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
Read a mystery set in the United States. 

FICTION 

The Ghostwriter by Julie Clark ................................................ Fiction Clark, J. 

The Girl from Greenwich Street: a Novel of Hamilton, Burr, and America's 
First Murder Trial by Lauren Willig ..................................................... Willig, L.  

Lady X by Molly Fader .............................................................. NEW Fader, M. 

The Library After Dark by Ande Pliego ..................................... NEW Pliego, A. 

Men Like Ours by Bindu Bansinath .................................... NEW Bansinath, B. 

The Midnight Taxi by Yosha Gunasekera ....................... NEW Gunasekera, Y. 

Murder at the Hotel Orient by Alessandra Ranelli .................. NEW Ranelli, A. 

No One Would Do What the Lamberts Have Done by Sophie Hannah 

 ................................................................................................ NEW Hannah, S. 

Too Close to Home by Seraphina Nova Glass .......................... NEW Glass, S. 

The Case of the Murdered Muckraker by Rob Osler .................. NEW Osler, R. 

  

 

 

  

The Library After Dark 

by Ande Pliego (NEW Pliego, A.) 

Part gothic thriller, part locked-room mystery, this is a 

terrifying tale of an after-dark tour of the mysterious Daedalus 

Library, famed for its reading rooms and rumored hauntings. 

STARRED SELECTION 

 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

Captain’s Dinner by Adam Cohen ................................... NEW 364.1523 COH 

Cave Mountain by Benjamin Hale ................................... NEW 364.1523 HAL 

The Doctors’ Riot of 1788 by Andy McPhee ............................................. O/O 

Injustice Town by Rick Tulsky ................................................................... O/O 

The Killer and Frank Lloyd Wright by Casey Sherman ............................. O/O 

A Killing in Cannabis by Scott Eden ................................. NEW 364.1523 EDE 

Kingdom of Devils by Katherine Grandjean .............................................. O/O 

The People vs. the Golden State Killer by Thien, Ho. ..... NEW 364.15232 HO 

The Rembrandt Heist by Anthony Amore.............................. 364.16287 AMO 

Sisters in Death by Eli Frankel ......................................... 364.15230973 FRA 

 

 

 

  

Captain’s Dinner 

by Adam Cohen (NEW 364.1523 COH) 

Could you sacrifice one innocent life to save many? This lively 

and suspenseful narrative poses that philosophical conundrum 

when four men in a lifeboat, after two weeks without food, are 

forced to face an impossible choice. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
Read a book with a Red, White or Blue cover OR Red, White or Blue in the title. 

FICTION 

The Adjunct by Maria Adelmann ....................................... NEW Adelmann, M. 

And Now, Back to You by B. K. Borison ................................. NEW Borison, B. 

The Cyprian by Mercedes Lackey........................................... NEW Lackey, M. 

Dante by Sadie Kincaid .......................................................... NEW Kincaid, S. 

Every Happiness by Reena Shah ................................................ NEW Shah, R. 

Everyone in this Bank Is a Thief by Benjamin Stevenson ................................ 

 ........................................................................................... NEW Stevenson, B. 

The Jills by Karen Parkman ................................................. NEW Parkman, K. 

Soft Launch by Sarah Vacchiano ...................................... NEW Vacchiano, S. 

Son of Nobody by Yann Martel ................................................ NEW Martel, Y. 

Two Can Play by Ali Hazelwood ....................................... NEW Hazelwood, A. 

  

The Jills 

by Karen Parkman (NEW PARKMAN, K.) 

When Jeanine goes missing, Virginia, a fellow Buffalo Bills 

cheerleader, embarks on a dangerous investigation into the 

city’s seedy criminal underground. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 

 

 

NON-FICTION 

The Bible Says So by Dan McClellan.................................... NEW 220.61MCC 

Firestorm by Jacob Soboroff .................................. NEW 363.37909794 SOB 

How to be a Rich Old Lady by Amanda Holden................. NEW 332.024 HOL 

I Was a Fashion School Serial Killer by Doug Wagner..................................... 

 ...................................................................... NEW Graphic Novel WAGNER, D. 

Kutchinsky’s Egg by Serena Kutchinsky .............................. NEW 700.92 KUT 

Life on a Little-Known Planet by Elizabeth Kolbert ............... NEW 363.7 KOL 

On the Record by Anna Harwell Celenza ............................ NEW 780.973 CEL 

The Secret Language of Work by Erin McGoff .................... NEW 658.45 MCG 

Super Body by William Davis ............................................ NEW 616.398 DAV 

Witness to Belief by Russell J. Levenson, Jr. ............................ NEW 248 LEV 

 

  

Firestorm 

by Jacob Soboroff (NEW 363.37909794 SOB) 

A harrowing first-hand account by a reporter on the 

ground in the middle of the 2025 Palisades fires. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
Read a book about people who embark on great adventures 

or explore big ideas. 

FICTION 

All the Water in the World by Eiren Caffall ....................................... Caffall, E. 

The Forest on the Edge of Time by Jasmin Kirkbride .......... NEW Kirkbride, J. 

The Infinite Sadness of Small Appliances by Glenn Dixon ...... NEW Dixon, G. 

Moonrising by Claire Barner ............................................................. Barner, C. 

One of Us by Dan Chaon .......................................................... NEW Chaon, D. 

Parable of the Sower: a Graphic Novel Adaptation by Damian Duffy ............. 

 ........................................................................... Adult Graphic Novel Duffy, D. 

The Summer of Love by Kerri Maher ................................................. On Order 

The Tin Men by Nelson DeMille .............................................. NEW DeMille, A. 

Yesteryear by Caro Claire Burke ............................................... NEW Burke, C. 

 

  

The Infinite Sadness of Small Appliances 

A Roomba vacuum named Scout embarks on a 

mission to save the humans in her house from the 

omnipresent Grid. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
 

 

NON-FICTION 

The Almighty Dollar by Brendan Greeley .......................................... On Order 

Appetite for America: How Visionary Businessman Fred Harvey Built a 

Railroad Hospitality Empire that Civilized the Wild West 

by Stephen Fried ...................................................................... 647.95092 FRI 

Apple: the First Fifty Years by David Pogue ...... NEW 338.7610040973 POG 

The Breath of the Gods by Simon Winchester ................... NEW 551.518 WIN 

The Greatest Sentence Ever Written by Walter Isaacson ... NEW 973.313 ISA 

I’ll Make Me a World: the 100-Year Journey of Black History Month by 

Jarvis R. Givens .......................................................... NEW 973.0496073 GIV 

Midnight on the Potomac .......................................................... 973.7 ELL 

National Treasure: How the Declaration of Independence Made America 

by Michael Auslin .............................................................................. On Order 

On the Record: Music That Changed America by Anna Harwell Celenza ........ 

 ............................................................................................ NEW 780.973 CEL 

This Vast Enterprise by Craig Fehrman ........................... NEW 917.8042 FEH 

 

 

  

The Breath of the Gods 

by Simon Winchester (NEW 551.518 WIN) 

You will never look at wind the same way again after reading this 

account of the unseeable and powerful force. Overflowing with 

historical tidbits and thoughts about the future, be prepared to 

learn about the currents of air that threaten our lives but also 

provide clean energy. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
Check out an American travel book or read a book featuring cars, 

road trips or Route 66. 

FICTION 

The Forgotten Road by Richard Paul Evans ...................................... Evans, R. 

Fun for the Whole Family by Jennifer E. Smith ................................ Smith, J. 

The Imagined Life by Andrew Porter ................................................. Porter, A.  

The Land of Sweet Forever by Harper Lee ................................... NEW Lee, H. 

Nightmare of a Trip by Maureen Kilmer ........................................... Kilmer, M. 

The Rest of Our Lives by Benjamin Markovits ................... NEW Markovits, B. 

The Road to Tender Hearts by Annie Hartnett .............................. Hartnett, A. 

So Far Gone by Jess Walter .............................................................. Walter, J. 

What We Left Unsaid by Winnie M. Li ..................................................... Li, W. 

When We Were Real by Daryl Gregory ........................................... Gregory, D. 

 

 

  

The Rest of Our Lives 
by Benjamin Markovits (NEW Markovits, B.) 
 
A man takes a road trip through several towns in the U.S., 
contemplating a health scare and marital issues, and 
moving toward a future he hasn’t even envisioned yet.  

STARRED SELECTION 



 

 

NON-FICTION 

America the Beautiful? By Blythe Roberson .......................... 917.30493 ROB 

The Great American Retro Road Trip by Rolando Pujol ............. 917.304 PUJ 

This Land is Your Land by Beverly Gage ................................... NEW 973 Gag 

Landings in America: Two People, One Summer and a Piper Cub 

by Peter Egan ................................................................ 629.132521709 EGA 

The Last American Road Trip by Sarah Kendzior ...................... 917.304 KEN 

Legendary Route 66 by Michael Karl Witzel .......................... 388.10973 WIT  

The Road that Made America: a Modern Pilgrim’s Journey on the Great 

Wagon Road by James Dodson  ....................................................... 973 DOD 

Roads by Larry McMurtry ........................................................917.3049 MCM 

Where the Deer and the Antelope Play by Nick Offerman .............. 917.3 OFF 

Who Needs Friends by Andrew McCarthy .................. NEW 305.310973 MCC 

 

 

  

Grandma Joy and Me 

by Brad Ryan (On Order) 

Meet Brad Ryan and his 93-year-old grandmother Joy as 

they visit 63 U.S. National Parks over a seven-year 

adventure that also explores their unique relationship and 

intergenerational healing. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 
Enjoy a regional cookbook or read a book featuring food, 

cooks or culinary experiences. 

FICTION 

Cheesecake by Mark Kurlansky ................................................. Kurlansky, M. 

The Chowder House Murder by Lee Hollis ................................ NEW Hollis, L. 

The Ex-Boyfriend’s Favorite Recipe Funeral Committee  
by Saki Kawashiro ...................................................................... Kawashiro, S. 

Frida’s Cook by Florencia Etcheves ..................................... NEW Etcheves, F. 

Honey Bee Mine by Sarah T. Dubb ............................................. NEW Dubb, S. 

May Contain Murder by Orlando Murrin .................................. NEW Murrin, O. 

Revenge, Served Royal by Celeste Connally ......................... NEW Connally, C 

Savvy Summers and the Sweet Potato Crimes 
by Sandra Jackson-Opoku ....................................... NEW Jackson-Opoku, S. 

Seven Reasons to Murder Your Dinner Guests by K.J. Whittle ...... Whittle, K. 

To Kill a Cook by W.M. Akers ................................................... NEW Akers, W. 

 

  

To Kill a Cook 

by W.M. Akers (NEW Akers, W.) 

Seasoned to perfection, this tasty romp through New York 

City’s restaurant scene in the 1970s, is full of nostalgic 

detail and a feisty foodie protagonist. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 

 

 

NON-FICTION 

Baking Across America: a Vintage Recipe Road Trip by B. Dylan Hollis ......... 
 .................................................................................................... 641.845 HOL 

The Bradshaw Family Cookbook by Terry Bradshaw .................... 641.5 BRA 

Extra Sauce by Zahra Tangorra ......................................................... On Order 

Good Things by Samin Nosrat .............................................. NEW 641.5 NOS 

Mother Sauce by Lucinda Scala Quinn .................................... 641.5945 SCA 

National Geographic National Parks Cookbook by Nina Elder ........................ 
 .......................................................................................... NEW 641.5973 ELD 

Praisesong for the Kitchen Ghosts by Crystal Wilkinson ......... 641.5975 WIL 

Salt, Sweat & Steam by Brigid Washington ...................................... On Order 

Taste of Home All-American Cookbook by Taste of Home .............. On Order 

Tell Me How You Eat by Amber Husain ................................. NEW 641.3 HUS 

  

National Geographic National Parks Cookbook 

by Nina Elder (NEW 641.5973 ELD) 
 

With breathtaking photography and inspirational recipes from 

different regions and park destinations, this is the perfect book 

for the food lover, the parks explorer and the history buff. 

STARRED SELECTION 



 


